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will increase in the final days leading 
up to the election. But in spite of the 
efforts of those that hate freedom, the 
elections will take place; and it will 
begin a new period in Iraq’s history, a 
beginning that will lead to freely elect-
ed leaders, a national assembly and a 
constitution founded on freedom and 
equal rights. 

Today, Mr. Speaker, I encourage my 
colleagues and the people of this great 
country to join me in awe and admira-
tion for the Iraqi people as they show 
the world the power of liberty and 
their determination to forge a path to-
wards lasting freedom.
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IN RECOGNITION OF CARL AND 
FRANCINE DEMMA 

(Mr. LIPINSKI asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize an outstanding 
labor of love and faith in my district. 

Carl Demma of Oak Lawn had a vi-
sion nearly 20 years ago of expressing 
his Catholic faith by creating a larger-
than-life statue of the Virgin Mary. His 
goal was to encourage people to reflect 
on their religious faith at the begin-
ning of the new millennium. Mr. 
Demma’s vision was realized in a 33-
foot-tall statue of the Virgin Mary. Our 
Lady of the New Millennium was 
blessed by Pope John Paul II in 1998, 
and, since that time, hundreds of thou-
sands of the faithful have been able to 
view the statue. 

Since Carl passed on in 2000, his be-
loved wife Francine has dedicated her 
time and energy to ensuring that the 
statue continues to be transported 
from parish to parish for all the faith-
ful to experience. 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud Mr. and Mrs. 
Demma for their dedication and their 
many years of service to the commu-
nity. 
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PROTECTING AND PRESERVING 
SOCIAL SECURITY 

(Mr. KINGSTON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, in the 
year 2018, Social Security will start 
paying out more money than it is 
bringing in. In the years 2035 to 2042, 
somewhere in that range, it will be out 
of money, and it will force a benefit cut 
of 27 percent. 

Now, that is not a burning crisis 
today, but it is a slow-burning problem 
that we in the U.S. Congress need to 
address. We should do it with a couple 
of parameters: that we are not going to 
cut the benefits, we are not going to in-
crease taxes, we are not going to 
change Social Security for retirees or 
near retirees. But we should act re-
sponsibly in a bipartisan manner to 

protect and preserve Social Security 
and not use it for our advantage in the 
next election, but come up with long-
term solutions for the next generation. 

I invite my Democrat colleagues to 
come in with their ideas. And I would 
say to Independents and conservatives 
and liberals alike, let us put these 
ideas on the table, let us address this 
situation together in a bipartisan fash-
ion, and let us do it for the sake of my 
parents, my dad is 87, my mom is 80; 
and for your parents; and also, again, 
for the next generation.
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PRESERVING SAFETY NET FOR 
SOCIAL SECURITY, AND CAU-
TIOUS DELIBERATION NEEDED 
REGARDING NEXT STEPS IN 
IRAQ 

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, I would be quite interested in 
accepting my good friend’s challenge 
on Social Security, but let me say to 
my colleagues, the proposed plans of 
Republicans are an absolute betrayal of 
the American people and the safety net 
of Social Security, and I, for one, and 
those of us who stand under the Demo-
cratic umbrella, are not going to stand 
around while Social Security is being 
destroyed. Social Security is secure 
until 2053, and we need to make sure 
that that safety net remains in place. 

Mr. Speaker, I also rise to acknowl-
edge the 35 marines that lost their 
lives this morning in Iraq. I, too, be-
lieve in freedom, as most Americans 
believe in freedom, but I do also believe 
in truth. As Secretary-to-be 
Condoleezza Rice will be approved 
today, I hope that we recognize in this 
Congress that we have an obligation 
not to political philosophy, but to the 
lives of those young men and women on 
the front lines. 

Iraq may be able to be a democracy 
as we know it in decades and decades 
to come, but what do we say about the 
blood of Americans who came to fight 
a war in Iraq on the basis of weapons of 
mass destruction? I believe we owe 
them an apology, and I believe that we 
owe cautious deliberations on the next 
steps in Iraq.
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MORE FUNDING AND ATTENTION 
TO SECURE OUR PORTS 

(Ms. HARRIS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. HARRIS. Mr. Speaker, our Na-
tion has made tremendous strides in 
securing our homeland since the 9/11 
attacks. Americans have performed 
amazingly well in staying alert and 
aware, while the Federal Government 
has done an excellent job in making 
travel safer for airline passengers. 

Nevertheless, our achievements 
merely highlight how much more work 

remains. Before we can truly be safe, 
we must direct more funding and at-
tention to securing our ports. 

America’s seaports have become the 
locomotives of economic growth, re-
ceiving 95 percent of our Nation’s im-
ports. Florida alone has 14 deepwater 
seaports, and 56 percent of all of our 
imported oil comes through the Gulf of 
Mexico border region. Thus, terrorists 
know what devastating death and de-
struction would be wrought through 
the detonation of one dirty bomb in 
one cargo container, which would bring 
international commerce to a screech-
ing halt. 

We spend a great deal of time debat-
ing how to secure our land border. We 
must start devoting the same amount 
of time and energy to the security of 
our water border, starting today. 
Through the Gulf of Mexico States 
Caucus, we will work to ensure that 
the House accomplishes this goal. 
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RESIST GIVING IN TO FEAR: 
TRUST SOCIAL SECURITY 

(Mr. GRIJALVA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, Social 
Security is a program that is both fi-
nancially sound and essential to the 
lives of our seniors. Social Security 
provides the core retirement benefits 
for over 30 million retirees, and nearly 
half of the elderly would live below the 
poverty line without it. 

According to the Board of Trustees, 
of which four out of six were appointed 
by President Bush, Social Security is 
as healthy today as it has ever been. 
Their 2004 report says that the program 
can pay all benefits through 2042. After 
that, even without any changes, they 
could continue to pay benefits. 

The administration is ignoring these 
facts, deceiving the public, and cre-
ating force, hoping to force privatiza-
tion of Social Security. This deceitful 
approach that this administration has 
chosen to wage war on its working 
Americans is typical of them. They 
create fear, and then they offer their 
only solution, one that suits their po-
litical goals, not the goals of the peo-
ple, to whatever crisis they have con-
jured. 

To the people of this country, I say, 
do not give in to fear. Trust a program 
with a surplus over a President that 
created a huge deficit. 
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TIME TO ABANDON RISKY SOCIAL 
SECURITY PRIVATIZATION 
SCHEME 

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, this 
week we had another reality check on 
how fiscally devastating Republican 
fiscal policies are on our Nation. Yes-
terday the Bush administration an-
nounced that the budget deficit is set 
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